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The Second Report from the Committee of Secrecy of the 
Houfe of Commons. 


(Concluded from Page 247.) 


OUR Committee have ftated to the Houfe in their former 
Report, that fubfequent tothe fteps taken for the appre- 
henfions of the perfons fufpected of being concerned in the de~ 
fign which has been the fubject of this Report, ftrong indica- 
tions had appeared of a difpofition to concert the means of re- 
fifting fuch meafures as might be adopted for preventing the ac= 
complifhment of the defign itfelf, or for bringing the authors 
or abettors of it to punifhment. 

Itappears to your Committee, that immediately after the aps 
henfion of feveral of the leading members of the London Cors 
refponding Society, a Committe: was appointed, under the 
title of a Committee of Emergency, for the expre's purpofe 
of counteracting the fteps which had been taken by the execu 
tive government to check the further progrefs of the fyftem 
which has been detailed in this Report. It alfo appears, that 
ithas been made matter of deliberation, in the divifions of the 
London Correfponding Society, whether in the prefent exi- 
gency they fhould proceed to addrefs the King, to petition Pare 
liament, or to make an appeal to the nation at large: The lat~ 
ter propofition was adopted ; and, in confequence of that de- 
cifion, a paper has been printed and publifhed under the name 
of the London Correlponding Society, and which your Come 
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mittee has every reafon to believe to be authentic : This paper 
contains the following paflages ; viz. “* That we intended to 
call a convention is the truth, which nceds neither general war- 
rants, armed meflengers, or fecret committees to difcover, fince 
it was accompanied by a refolution to make that intention 
known, by 200,000 printed copies of that day’s proceedings, 
But the P yurport afcribed to that convention, viz. the affuming 
logiflative power, is a groundlefs falfechood:—The fole intent 
was to devife means of attaini ng a complete reprefentative 
body, onthe principles of univerfal fuffrage, equal perfonal 
reprefentation, and annual ele@tion ; and whenever, or how-~ 
ever, fuch a body can be obtained, it will not be in the power 
of all the placemen and penfioners in St. Stephen’s Chapel to 
dilpute its legiflative authority. We are aware that in thefe 
times of conititutional bigotry, the Jaft fentence may found un- 
pleafantly to many, who do not deferve to be confidered as 
enemies to liberty: We therefore with it to be clearly under- 
ftood, that we {peak of a reprefentative body of the whole na- 
tion, and not of any particular part or defcription of men ;— 
and as the divine right of Kings is not at this time direétly af- 
ferted (at leaft not in this country) by any but the moft ex- 
tremely ignorant, we think it ought to follow, as a natural 
confcqaence, that the people are the only legitimate fource of 
aut vority 5 and it appears to us, that the vain attempt to draw 
a medium between thefe opinions has produced endlefs abfur- 
dities and contradiétions, to the difgrace of our records and 
liw books. Among theie the moft con [picuous is called, The 
Abdication of James the Second, which phrafe (coined for that 

an ig ) may be cither under{tood to mean his expulfion by po- 
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; ilar authority, or his voluntary refignation ; it the former, it 
heattinn the doctrine which we have advanced; if the latter, 
we fcruple not to call it a national lie. To the honour of 
tland, their parliament explicitly declared him banithed by 
uthority of the people. Lut, citizens, let us explain the 
truth :—The expulfion of James the Second, and the eftablifh- 
ment of William the ‘Vhird, though doubtlels agreeable to the 
neral wifes of the people, was not, in point of form, an act 
of the people. It was t ’ a number of perfons, calling 
t ves a Convention, | ularly authorized by popu- 
lar dele ny and confequeatly failing under the def. ription 
of a faction-; and this not ly in theory, but in fact, tor 
their unwillingnefs to acknowleve the rightful power of the 
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« The providing arms is another charge, on which we 
with to {peak with caution ; left in afferting, which we do— 
that it is totally falle—we fhould be underftood to admit, that 
if ithad been true, it would have proved criminality. 

“ We freely acknowledge, that fome of our members have 
applied themfelves to the knowledge of arms ; and, far from 
defiring to make a fecret of this circumftance, we with their 
example was followed by the whole nation. We then need 
not fear invafion, either from Frenchmen, Heffians, or Hano- 
verians : Nor fhould we eafily be alarmed by the mock difco- 
very of plots which never exifted. 

“ We are perfectly convinced of the propriety of our opi- 
nions refpeCting the rights of the people to have arms, and to 
regulate their conftitution. 

“ It may be expected that we fhould not conclude without 
exhorting the aflociated friends of freedom to an active perfe- 
verance in the object of their affociation,—but, jucging from 
the conduct of our own members, we are happy in declaring 
that we think no fuch exhortation neceflary.” 

From thefe paflages it appears, that fince the apprehenfion of 
their leading members, and the meafures which have been lately 
taken in Parliament on the fubjeét of their defigns, the London 
Correfponding Society have openly avowed their intention to 
callaconvention, for the purpofe of devifing means to attain 
a complete reprefentative body, on the principles of annual 
eleCtion and of univerfal fuffrage, without any reference what~ 
ever to Parliament, and, (as far as can be collected from their 
interpretation of the phrafes which they have ufed to defcribe 
the Houfe of Commons) with the further intention of arro- 
gating to the body conftituted according to the manner to be 
prefcribed by fuch a convention, the whole legiflative autho- 
rity of the nation. 

It appears alfo that the London Correfponding Society admit 
that fome of their members have applied themfelves to the 
knowledge of arms; and although they deny having provided 
arms, they defire not to be ‘ideation as admitting that if it 
had been true it would have proved criminality 5 and t they aflert 
the propriety of their opinion refpecting the rights of the 
people to have arms, and to regulate their Conititution. 

And this open avowal of the defign of calling a convention, 
and of the fact of having applied themfelves to the ufe of arms, 
is'accompanied with a declaration of their determined purpofe 
to perfevere, with activity, in the objects of their affociation 5 

m=objects which have been ~—s fufficiently explained to the 
»R2 Houle 


















Houfe by reference to the aéts of the Society, and to the pro- 
felied principles of its leading members. 

If the circumftances which have been ftated in this Report 
appear to the Houfe in the fame view in which, on the moft 
attentive confideration, they have appeared to your Committee, 


THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 








it is fcarcely neceflary to {tate any collateral matter in order to 
fatisfy the Houfe how much the peace, fafety, and happinefs of 
the country muft have been affected by the farther progrels of 
he meafures which have been ftated. 

But if any thing were wanting to add to this impreffion, it 
would arife from the recollection, that the incitement to inter- 
nal commotions in other countries is the moit diftinguifhing 





























feature, both of the declared principles and of the uniform 
practice of France under their prefent fyftem, and that in the 
public acts of thofe exercifing the powers of government in that 
country, an intention of invading thefe kingdoms, founded on 
the idea of receiving fupport and affiftance within the country, 
has been openly avowed. The cafe does not, however, reft 
here.—It has come under the obfervation of your Committee, 
that recent meafures have been actually taken by the ruling 
powers in France for endeavouring to afcertain, both in Great 
Britain and Ireland, the degree of co-operation and affiftance 
which they might expect in any attempt of this nature. 

This communication does not appear, from any evidence 
before the Committee, to have any immediate connection with 
the focieties, whofe proceedings have been the fubjcct of this 
Report ; but the connection with their general objects is fuffi- 
ciently evident, both from the nature of the thing, and from 
the particulars which have been ftated in the courfe of the Re- : 


It is not immaterial to add, that in Ireland thefe communi- 
cations appear to have been directly addreffed to a perfon adling 
in concert with the focieties here, one of their honorary 











members, and who has taken an active part in the courfe of 













the proceedings to which your Committce have referred, 

Your Committeg have, for obvious reafons, omitted to an- 
nex to their Report the evidence of particular witnefles, by 
whom the faéts above ftated are fupported ; and, for the fame 
reafons, they havg ftudioufly forborne to mention the names of 
perfons and places in all cafes in which they could be omitted 
with a proper attention to the general object of their inquiry, 
and to the information which the Houle has a right to expect 
upon fo important a fubject. 
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An authentic Account of the late Expedition to Bulam, on 
the Coaft of Africa. 


By J. MONTEFIORE. 
(Continued from Page 251.) 


“ N the 28th, a number of our people, taking with them 
provifions, arms, &c. fet out in order to view the inte- 
rior part of the ifland. On the 29th, in the evening, this party 
wantonly fired the dry grafs and trees on the back part of the 
iland, which continued burning for feveral hours, with great 
rage and fury ; and although our fhip was at a great -diftance, 
ve heard the crackling of the trees very diftinctly. It wasa 
very awful fight, and appeared as if the firmament had been on 
fire: This wasa very imprudent action, as it certainly alarmed 
the natives of the adjoining iflands. On the 3oth, being on 
thore fhooting, we were furprifed by the arrival of a warcanoc 
fullof armed Indians, landing on the beach. We armed and 
marfhalled our men for battle, in order to receive them pro- 
perly if they came with any hoftile intention, and immediately 
a confultation was held, at the conclufion of which, | was de« 
puted with a flag of truce to parley with them. When I are 
rived at the canoe, which was not until | was up to my middle 
in mud and water, I found near forty men on the beach, and 
in the canoe, armed with mufkets and cutlafles. On my in- 
viting them to our tents, they anfwered, in the Portuguefe lan- 
guage, they were going round the land: And accordingly, 
finding us too well prepared to receive them, they put off to 
fea. 

“ Thefe men were flout and tall, but had very difagrecable 
features, their lips being exceedin oly thick, and their nofes re= 
markably broad and flat. Their complexion was of a coal 
black, aid ti icy had no fort of cloathing, exc “cpt a a finall leather 
apron behind, which was brought forward tig ght betwixt the 
thighs, and tied to the middle. 

“ A number of fettiers with their wives and children, having 
fince our firft landing, continucd dwelling on the ifland, in 
{mall huts erected with trees, and in tents 5 it was agreed, in 
order to prevent being furprized in the night by the “Indians, 
that our people fhould return on board. e 3 his was accordingly 
performed, leaving our tents flanding, with the kitchen furnie 
ture, linen, &c. "Upon our going on fhore the following day, 
in queft of water, we found the Indians had relanded in the 

night, and taken away the tents, and every other articles On 
Our 



















































266 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


our return on board, we related the circumftance, and I offered 
to go ina boat to Biflao, a fettlement belonging to the Portu- 
gueie, in order to procure proper information concerning Bue 
lam ; declaring that I conceived keeping pofleffion of the fame 
without purchafe was improper and dangerous: But it was 
determined not to fend to Biffoa, until the arrival of the Han- 
key and Beggar’s Benifon. Several of the fettlers, who had 
been out to view the ifland, returned, and brought with them 
two elephant’s teeth, that had been dropt; but the people came 
on board in a very bad condition. ‘Two or three of them 
had been fatigued to fuch a degree, that they had left their muf- 
kets behind, and not having marked the fpot, it was impoffible 
ever torecover them; their provifion alfo having been ex. 
haufted, they had fubfifted on wild fruit. ‘Thete reported, 
that they found the ifland clear of wood in many places, and 
covered with high’ grafs ;-the foil rich and fertile; feveral 
large rivulets of wholefome water, and good lofty timber of 
various qualities, fit and convenient for every purpofe. They 
remarked, in particular, the manchinecl tree, the fruit of which, 
though uncommonly delightful to the eye,.contains one of the 
wort poifons in nature. To its ill effects, one of our people 
was very nearly falling avi@im: For having tafted the liquid 
that flows from the trec, his mouth, in an inftant, fwelled to an 
amazing fize. The country is fomewhat flat, except in the 
middie, which is mountainous ; in many places the land had 
been cleared, and cultivated for rice. ‘The party met with 
large droves of buffaloes, deer, antelopes, and wild hogs,’ with 
flocks of Guinea fowls and pigeons. Of fruits, they ob- 
ferved, wild plumbs, grapes, and the four pap. 

“© Our people ftill continued to clear the land, and began to 
build a block-houfe, and many of them, with their families, 
again flept and dwelt on fhore. Onthe 3d day of June, about 
two o’clock in the afternoon, hearing the report of guns, we 
immediately armed two boats, and fent them on fhore, to afift 
our people in cafe of danger. On the arrival of the boats 
they found the Indians had landed on the other fide of the 
ifland, and furprized our people, who were engaged clearing the 
land: ‘They had killed five men, and with favage barbarity, 
hacked them to pieces, wounded feveral, and taken five women 
and three children prifoners. They had alfo taken away the 
tent, fixty ftand of arms, fhot, powder, a quantity of deals 
that were carried on fhore for the purpofe of building, befides 
wearing apparel, linen, and feveral other valuable ‘articles. 
Sceing what pafled on fhore, we fired our guns, in order to fe- 
cure 
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cure the retreat of our people. Many, at the hazard of their 
lives, were obliged to {wim on board, the Indians having fole 
lowed them down to the beach; they had even the impudence 
to fire atour fhip, with our own muikets. It was late at nighe 
before we had re-embarked all our people, feveral having been 
out fhooting. The noife and confufion that reigned at that 
period on board our fhip is not to be imagined ; fome bewail- 
ing the lofs of their hufbands, others of their fathers, and 
fome of their wives and children ; a fcene too fhocking to 
dwell upon, 

“ On the 4th of June, our watering cafks being on the ifland, 
we agreed to fend on fhore three of our boats well manned, 
and each perfon provided with cight rounds of powder and 
ball, to bring them off, and bury our dead; the fhip firing her 
guns to cover our landing. I was one of the party, and being 
of the advanced guard, | muft confefs, expected a {hot or two; 
for as we pufhed on towards the woods, the reft of the party 
remaining on the beach, the Indians might have fired upon us 
unperceived from behind thetrees. We fecured all our water- 
ing cafks, except two, which the Indians had taken away; but 
it was deemed imprudent to venture round the point to bury 
our dead, not knowing the ftrength of the Indians. Give me 
leave to fay, my friend, had the governor taken my advice, and 
permitted me to have gone to Biffao for information concerns 
ing the ifland, or if a proper place had been appointed as a 
rendezvous for the other fhips, this unfortunate accident might 
have been avoided : And indeed he probably would have done 
the former, had he not been over-ruled by Mr. Hankhorn, the 
{uperintendant of our fhip. 

“ After our return on board, we fet fail for Biflao. When 
we were under way, the Indians came dowa to the beach, at- 
tired fome in men’s, and others in women’s apparel, belonging 
toour people whom they had murdered, and taken prifonersy, 
hallooing, hooting, and treating us with contempt and derifion. 
Before we made the harbour of Biflao, we efpied the Hankey 
and Beggar’s Benifon at anchor in the roads, they having ar- 
tived the day before, and fent to Biffao for information cons 
cerning Bulam: And, notwith{tanding the misfortune of our 
recent lofs, much joy prevailed at the meeting of our comrades. 
This day, two of our wounded men died, and cither on ace 
count of fatigue, or the unwholefomencfs of the climate, a 
number of our people were taken ill with fevers, and our 
decks were covered with them, as the excefive heat in the 
{teerage and cabin was to them infupportable. 
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“ Onthe 6th of June, we anchored off the town of 
Biflao, and faluted the fort. This fettlement is fituated on the 
banks of Rio Grande, and has a fine harbour, in which there is 
room and depth of water for almoft any number of the largeft 
fhips ; but the climate is hot, boifterous and unwholefome, and 
fubject to great ftorms of rain and wind, and tornadoes. Yet 
the land contiguous to this town is exceedingly pleafant, and 
the foil is rich and fertile, watered by a great number of rie 
vulets, and covered with good timber and fruit trees. The 
caobage tree, remarkable for the hardnefs of its wood ; the 
palm tree, which affords the oil, as well as the wine, fo much 
efteemed, and in conftant ufe with the Indians, both in food and 
in medicine ; and the foap tree, the berries of which, when 
properly prepared, anfwer all the purpofes of foap for wafhing, 
grow here fpontaneoufly. A royal company from Lifbon is 
eftablifhed here, in order to fupply the Brazils with flaves ; and 
four vefiels of 800 tens each touch at this place from Lifbon, 
in their voyage to the Brazils, in order to receive them. The 
fort is very ftrong, and was feven years in building. Before 
it was completed, it coft the Portuguele upwards of 700 men, 
who died through fatigue, and the infalubrity of the climate. 
Itcovers more than two acres of ground, and contains a num- 
ber of houfes, ftore-houfes, public offices, a church, and the 
governor’s houfe. At this fort they keep a conftant watch, in 
order to defend the town from any fudden alarm of the neigh- 
beuring Indians. They have a government civil and military, 
and the garrifon is compofed chiefly of tranfports from St. 
Jago, and other parts. We were well fupplied with freth 
ftock at the following low prices: A fmall ox, 6 bars; a 
goat and kid, 2 bars; and 12 fowls, 1 bar; a bar being on 
an average of the value of 2s. fterling in European goods, 
Milk was cheap, and limes were very plentiful, but vegetables 
were {carce and dear, as was rice, on account of the flothful- 
nels of the natives, who are fo very lazy in cultivating their 
lands, that, did not the fertility of the foil afford them iuolilt- 
ence, they would ftarve. 

“© ‘The cotton tree and indigo plant grow well here, but 
the inhabitants of Biflao, who are for the moft part Mullattoes 
and Blacks, turn their attention folely to trade. 

“ | underwent great fatigue on my firft arrival, being 
obliged to act as interpreter in the Portugucte language tor our 
people, with the governor and others. 

* On the 8th of June, through the intercft of Mr. Silva de 
Cardozo, avery refpectable merchant, we fent to Canabac, to 
0 treat 
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treat for the ranfom of the women and children, that were 
taken prifoners at Bulam. On the gth, we had our audience 
with the governor, who received us with great formality and 
pomp at the fort. We pafled through a file of foldiers, con- 
fitting of a fet of ill-looking. ragged Blacks and Mulattoes, 
fome with old rufty mufkets without firelocks, and others 
with fticks inftead of mufkets. The governor, who likewife 
was a Mulatto, informed us, it was a particular favour, that 
we were permitted to anchor off the towa, no other nation ex- 
cept the Portuguefe, being allowed that liberty. After our 
audience, the governor accompanied us to his garden, which 
was like our orchards in England, and contained in great per- 
eftion, orange, lime, lemon, fig, guava, banana, cocoa nut, 
and plaintain trees, as alfo pine apples, water melons, cucum- 
bers, and caflava plants, with a few cabbages. In the midit of 
a ferious converfation concerning the different treaties at pre- 
fent fubfifting between the court. of Portugal and Great Bri- 
tain, the Governor defired me to inform Mr. Dalrymple, that, 
if we had occafion for a fupply of cabbages, he would provide 
us as cheaply as any perfon in the town; yet hiswhole ftock, 
at that time, did not exceed thirty. 

“ On the 14th, returned the floop, that was fent for our 
people, who were taken prifoners at Bulam, and brought three 
of the women, and two children ; one of the women and her 
child having been taken by another nation of Indians, called 
the Biffagos, and both died foon after they were ranfomed ; 
and the other woman, a very refpectable lady, of the name of 
Gardener, whole hufband died of his wounds, was cruelly mur- 
dered immediately after fhe was taken, not being able to travel 
on account of Jamenefs. They arrived quite naked, having 
been ftripped at the time they were taken. For their ranfom 
we paid 250 bars. 

“ As I found the fcheme of colonizing Bulam not likely to 
take place, having already buried feveral of our people, anda 
great number being {till on the fick lift with fevers, 1 took the 
refolution of leaving the Calypfo, and abandoning the under- 
taking, and went on board an American flave brig, from Bof- 
ton bound to the Havannah. On the 26th day of June, the 
fhips belonging to our company failed for Bulam, having 
firft agrced with Captain Moore, of the American brig, to 
accompany Meflieurs Beaver and Dobbins to Canabac, in the 
Beggar’s Benifon, in order to purchafe the ifland of Bulam. 

“* During our company’s ftay here, we had a folemn offer 
from the King of the Papels of iufficient land, to eftablith a fet- 
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tlement in his country; but this being in the vicinity of Bif- 
nti to avoid giving offence to the court of Portugal, who are 
jealous to an exceflive degree, we declined accepting his kind 
and generous offer. 

“ The natives of Papel mark their bodies in various forms, 

called tattooing, and alfo plait their hair in a very curious man- 
ner. They appeared a very inoffenfive people, and very dee 
fir ous of an intercourfe with the Englifh, The Portuguefe 
at Biffao, although an adjoining fettlement, are feldom or ever 
on terms of re al friendfhip with them. The clothing of the 
Papels confifts of different kinds of St. Jago cloths, tied round 
their middle, fome of which fell for 60 bars, The greater 
part of their food is boiled rice, with palm oil. They are ex- 
tremely fond of a fruit called kola, which is about the fize of 
a large Spanifh chefnut, is enclofed in a thin hufk, and taftes 
very bitter. It is not only valued for being pleafant to ezt, but 
for its medicinal qualitics in removing all diforders that par- 
ticularly affe& the liver, difeafes very prevalent amongft the 
natives, Thefe people are remarkable for their cleanlinef, 
and both men and women wath them(felves morning and evei. 
ing in running water. In their perfons they refemble the In- 
dians on the continent of Goree, except in their colour, which 
is jetblack. Their weapons were mufkets and cutlafles, pro. 
cured from the traders ; and for defence many of them ufed 
wooden fhields. They manufacture a coarfe cotton cloth, 
about a quarter of a yard wide, which pafles currently for 
money ; twenty ftripes of a yard long being reckoned ata 
bar. Their canoes are large, well made, and capable of car- 
rying twelve hogfheads of tobacco with eafe and fafety, 
Their hovfes are {quare, about twenty feet long and ten wide, 
with a fhelving roof fupported by pofts ; the roof is covered 
with palm leaves, and the floor with long grafs, over which 
they lay mats, and upon thefe they fit in the day, and fleep at 
nico 
“The country is diverfified with hills and vallies ; the landis 
extremcly fertile, and abounds with plantains, Sy limes, and 
bananas; and there are plenty of oxen, pigs, goats, and 


fowls. 


(To be continued.) 
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The FLORENTINE MOTHER; 
A DT AvsD SB. 


271 


HERESA BALDUCCI, a lady of a noble Florentine 
family, had not been long a widow, before fhe beheld her 
two fons, the inheritors of an ample patrimony, independent of 
her. To a mother endued with every virtue, and awake to 
the niceft touches of maternal fenfibility, the independence of 
her fons, expofed by their very opulence, to all the varieties of 
temptation, muft have been extremely alarming, even if their 
difpofitions had appeared, at their outfet, to be the moft happy 
and promifing. But what muft have been her anxiety, what 
her terrors, when all Florence foon diftinguifhed them as fore- 
moft among the profligate andabandoned. In vain did the re- 
peat the moft earneft expoftulations ; in vain have recourfe to 
entreaties, or give vent to her agony in tears. Her voice was 
no longer heard; nor did the affecting effufions of maternal 
grief make the flighteft impreflion. Her eldeft fon continued 
at Florence, while the youngeft left that city, in order to make 
the tour of Italy. 

One evening, this difconfolate mother being alone, now loft 
in thought, and now weeping at the recollection of the licen- 
tioufnefs of her fons, fhe was furprifed, on a fudden, with the 
appearance of a ftranger, with a bloody {word in his hand, and 
palenefs, diftra€tion and terror on his countenance. ‘Terrified 
at this unexpected and frightful obje¢t, fhe endeavoured to re- 
tire. The ftranger haftily followed her, and threw himfelf at 
her fect: * Ah!” faid he, * have pity onan unfortunate man, 
Iam aRoman. Ihave been in this city two days, and having 
finifhed the bufinefs which brouglit me hither ; 1 was going to 
my inn, in order to prepare for my departure, when a perton, 
palling by me, kicked me with great brutality. On remon- 
itrating with him againtt this incivility, he added infule to out- 
rage. On refenting this treatment, he grew more abulive than 
before, and threatened me with fuch infolence that I could no 
longer contain myfelf. I drew my {word : He drew his, and 
in an inftant fell, pierced by my firit thruft. Heaven can wit- 
nefs my grief at this involuntary murder. Diftracted, fearce 
fenfible of what I did, not knowing whither to fly, I have ven- 
tured to feck an afylum in your houfe, the door of which I 
found accidentally open. Ob! Madam, pity an unhappy man. 
Permit me to take refuge here till the purfuit is over, and the 
darknefs of the night may allow me to retire with fafety.” 

252 At 
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At this recital, the good Therefa Balducci trembled with 
horror. An unaccountable prefentiment filled her mind with 
a thoufand crucl apprehenfions. Neverthelefs, attentive only 
to the fuggeftions of compaffion and humanity, fhe conduéted 
the ftranger to a clofet, in which the carefully concealed him, 

The forebodings of this unfortunate mother were but too 
well founded. Ina little time, fhe was again ftruck by a fud- 
den buftle and noife. Pale and trembling, the haftened to the 
hall, and there beheld (what a fight for a mother !) her eldett 
fon brought before her, pierced by a deep wound in his breaf, 
and weltering in his blood. She uttered a dreadful fhriek, 
Her fon, almoft lifelefs, perceiving himfelf juft expiring, made 
a laft effort, and turning to his mother, “ Alas !” {aid he, 
you behold in me an example of the juft punifhment of Hea- 
ven. Ihave deferved my fate. Let my death ferve, at leaf, 
as a warning to my brother. If the perfon who killed meis 
apprehended, I entreat you to undertake his defence. Oh! my 
mother! he is innocent: I alone am the aggreflor.” 

At thefe words, he expired. ‘The unhappy mother funk 
fenfelefson the body. Her attendants, at Jatt, forced her from 
the bloody corpfe ; uncertain, however, for a long time, 
whether fhe was yetliving. It was with the greateft difficulty 
fhe was brought to herfelf. Her anguifh muft have been in 
fupportable, but that it found vent, at laft, in a flood of tears, 
She kept calling every moment for her fon; the repeatedly in- 
fitted upon feeing him again ; and it was not without violence 
that fhe was removed from the fhocking fight. 

What, in the mean time, muft have been the gricf and con 
fternation of the young ftranger, who, from the place of his 
concealment, heard the whole tragical fcene of which he had 
been the caufe ! Inthe diftraGting idea that he was the author 
of the calamity of this refpectable mother, he regretted that he 
had not fallen under the {word of his adverfary. On the other 
hand, the fear of being difcovered chilled his blood ac the leat 
motion, or at the flighteft noife. 

He remained in this perplexity till about midnight, All be» 
ing quiet then, and the firft emotions of maternai grief having 
given place to reflection, Therefa went to the clofet: She 
opened it: The young man prottrated himfelf at her feet: 
¢ I call Heaven to witnefs,” faid he, “ that 1 would give my 
blood.” —* Rife,” faid Therefa; “ you have made me the 
moit wretched of mothers; but I know your innocence 
My fon has charged me to proteét you, and it is my duty to do 
it, A carriage will be here prefently, and one of my f — 
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fhall condu& you to the frontiers, This purfe will fupply your 
wants. May Heaven grant you that peace of which you have 
deprived me.” 

The young Roman, inexpreffibly affeted by this exalted in- 
ftance of generofity, felt a deeper impreffion of grief: 
“ Alas,” faidhe, “ I can never forgive myfelf for having in- 
volved in mifery {uch a mother, fuch an excellent woman,” 
He poured forth a. thoufand wifhes for her weliare: He kiffed 
again and again her beneficent hand: And he left her all in 


‘tears, refolved to feize every opportunity which fortune might 


offer to prove his regret and gratitude. 

Nor did he long wait for this opportunity. When he had 
paffed Viterbo, he beheld a young man attacked by two rob- 
bers, againft whom he defended himfelf with difficulty. He 
leaped from the carriage, and flew to his affiftance. The rob- 
bers fled ; but the young man was wounded. He took him 
into his carriage, and returned with him to Viterbo, Fortu- 
nately, the wound was not dangerous: It was foon healed; and 
a thoufand times he thanked his deliverer. But who can de- 
fcribe the conflation and joy which the young Roman felt, 
when he found that he he had faved the brother of the very 
man whom he had killed at Florence! He embraced him af- 
fectionately. ‘ What thanks,” faid he ‘ do I owe to 
Heaven, which has thus gracioufly afforded me the means of 
acknowledging in {ome mealure, the goodnefs of your adorable 
mother ! It will be imprefled for ever on my heart. Hatten 
to fee her once more: Your prefence is neceflary ; fhe impae 
tiently expeéts you. Tell her, that the man whofe life fhe pre- 
ferved, has had the happinefs to expofe it for you ; and that it 
is {till his ardent with to employ the remainder of it in the fer- 
vice of both. 

Arrived at Florence, it was a painful furprife to young Bale 
ducci, to hear from his mother an account of all that had hap- 
pened. He could not recollect, in the fame perfon, the de- 
ftroyer of his brother, and his own deliverer, without feeling 
the moft contradictory emotions. But the proofs which he 
had of his innocence leflened the horror with which he at 
firtt regarded him 3 and the gratitude he had felt for his own 
prefervation, refumed all its force. While he deplored the 
death of his brother, he was not lefs affliduous to take every 
meafure to procure the acquittal of the young Roman. 

In the mean time, the death of his brother, and his own ime 
minent danger, made a deep impreffion on young Balducci, 


He perceived all the perils to which youth is expoled ar" a 
fai 
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rafh and inconfiderate conduct. He entirely changed the 
courfe of his life; and by a virtuous and exemplary condud, 
from that moment, he confuled his excellen¢ mother, at laft, for 
the great lofs fhe had fuftained. 





A fhort Account of fome Excurfions of Mr. Spillard, the 
celebrated Pedeftrian, 


HOUGH Mr. Spillard was much indifpofed when he 
left Charleftown, fone years ago, he proceeded to Aue 
gufta, and travelled through the greateft part of Eaft Florida. 
He returned to St. Mary’s, and trom thence through the Wil- 
dernefs to the Greek nation, where his late frien’, Mr. M’Gil- 
Jevray, kindly received him, After going to Penfacola, he 
erolied over to New Orleans, where, unexpectedly, the gover- 
nor, Baron de Carondolet, not only gave him a general pafse 
port, but alfo letters of recommendation to the governor of 
the Natches, as well as to all the pofts and diftricts in the ex- 
tenfive province of Lounfiana. 

Mr. Spillard’s intention being to explore the Miffouri river 
to its fource, and other great rivers wich pais through Mexico 
to the Gulph of California, he left New Orleans in company 
with fome gentlemen, who infiited on feeing him as far as the 
Walnut Hills» Here he croffed the Miiiffippi, and reached 
the confluence of the Miffouri with that river. On the Mif- 
fouri he travelled near 800 miles without obftruction, and then 
fell in with fome white hunters from Ouchita, who advifed him 
not to proceed any farther on that river, as they themfelves had 
been out two years, and Joft all their peltry and horfes, narrowly 
efcaping with their lives from the Oza Indians. The fame 
hunters alfotold Mr. Spiilard, that the party who had permiffion 
from Governor Meerd to go up that river, had all been killed, 

In contequence of this information, he returned to the 
Natches, and from thence came down the Miffifiippi to the 
confluence of the Red River, the fource of which he was de- 
termined to find out at all events. After rowing againft that 
rapid ftream for nine days, with the afliftance of four refolute 
men he came to Aouvoille, and, after examining that ifland, fet 
off for Oppalula, on his way to Atakapa and New Iberia, 
which he carefully examined, He then crofled the Great 
Plains, and came to the village of the Atakapalndians. [Ata- 
kapa fignifies man-eater.] From thence he crofled the Min- 


tour and Carcafaw rivers, and ftruck. acrofs the mountains to 
Natchitoches. 
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Natchitoches. From Natchitoches he went to Nackocdos, 
St. Antonia, and Labide, in the province of ‘Tehkos, in New 
Spain, crofling the great rivers Sabina, Trinadad, Lofbraces, 
Warloop, and Colorado or Red River. 

Shortly after he proceeded to the South Mountain of San- 
tafee, where he fell in with the fouthern fource of the Red 
River, which he followed till he came to the junétion of the 
other branch, near which is a falt mountain, quite white, and 
very hard. He then traverfed the bank for twenty leagues, 
and crofled the river on a raft, from the New Spain fide to 
that of Louifiana: The river dividing the two provinces a 
little above Natchitoches, at the creek Roufleau. 

On the Louifiana fide he came along the Plains as near as the 
Red River bank as poffible, and had to raft acrofs the Falls of 
Ouchita, Muddy River, and the River of the Mine. From 
thence he came to the Pawney Nation of Indians, and from 
the Pawnies to the Cadom Nation, who live in the Great 
Plains, about half a mile from the river. 

The two nations above-mentioned are very numerous, and 
affable and hofpitable to all ftrangers. 

He then came to the poft of Natchitoches, where ke refted 
but a fhort time ; for being ftill unfatisfied, he fet off again for 
the poft of Ouchita (a dittance of 100 leagues from Natchi- 
toches,) croffing the Black Lake, the fource of this river, 
which he had feen in the Great Plains, for itis not far diftant 
from the Eaccommachee or River of the Mine. Buthe was 
determined to go to the Hot Springs, which are three leagues 
to the left of that river, and from whence itis about twenty 
days journey tothe gold mine. This mine runs acrofs the Ou= 
chita river, which in the fummer feafon is not more than mid- 
leg deep in many places, 

Before Mr. Spillard could effect his intended route upon 
the Ouchita, he and his fervant fell fick with the ague and fes 
ver. After travelling eleven days, the fervant died, not being 
able to withftand the united inconveniences of ficknefs, hun- 
ger, and fatigue. 

Thus difcouraged, Mr. Spillard with difficulty crawled back 
to Ouchita poft, where he recovered his health through the 
kind attention of Mr. Fayole and his Jady, and then returned 
by another route to Natchitoches. He then came down the 
river to the pofts of the Rapids, and from thence to the junce 
tion of the Black River with the Red River. Here he built a 
raft, and pafled the great {wamp thas leads to Natches, on the 
weft of the Miflifippi. 
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From Natches he came to New Orleans, and then to Pens 
facola, where he took paflage in one of Mr. Panton’s hips for 
London, in order to complete the journal of his tranfactions 
for the {pace of eleven years, during which time he had tra- 
velled through Europe, Afiatic Turkey, Africa, and America, 
on foot ;. but on his paflage he was captured by a French prie 
vateer, and carried into Savannah. 





An ANECODOT E. 
]* the * Memoires de l’Academie Royal de Berlin,” juf 


publithed, we find the following pleafing anecdote 
of the celebrated M. de la Bruyerre, which appears to 
have efcaped his biographers. ‘The admirable writer ufed to 
frequent the fhop of a bookfeller, named Michallett, where he 
amufed himfelf with reading the new pamphlets, and playing 
with the bookfeller’s daughter, an engaging child, of whom 
he was very fond. One day, taking the manufcript of his 
characters out of his pocket, he offered it to Michallett, faye 
ing, “ Will you print this? I know not whether you will gaia 
any thing by it: But, fhould it fucceed, let the profits make the 
dowry of my little friend here.”—The bookfeller, though 
doubsful with refpect to the refult, ventured on the publication, 
The firft impreffion was foon fold off ; feveral editions were 
afterward printed ; the profits were very confiderable, and ac- 
cumulated fo unexpectedly, that they procured her a comfore 
table fettlement in life, and a hufband whofe affeétion and prue 
dent conduct rendered him refpectable, and procured them a 
competency, which rendered the decline of their lives eafy and 
free from want. 





An ANECDOT E, 


Gentleman latcly travelling through Yorkthire, met with 

a poor man aged 112 years, who complained of wanting 

work, and lamented that no recruiting ferjeant would accept 

of him for a foldier. The gentleman defired he would pro- 

curea regifter of his birth, which he accordingly did; and be- 

ing fatished of his great age, gencroufly fettled upon him a pene 
fion of ten thillings per week, during the refidue of his days. 


9 Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by G. Whiting, of Madbury, to F. Comins’s Charade, ina 
jerted Fune 30. 
OUR chatade, Sir, I read laft night, 
& And COWBRIDGE foon appeaz’d in fight. 


*t* We have received the like anfwer from N. Coles, of 
Crediton; J. Collins, of Uffculm; and T. Pearce, of Ca- 
melford. 





Anfwer, by Hugh Locke, of Ilminfter, to F. Toulmin’s Rebus, ine 
ferted Fuly 7. 


HE place for bufinefs, pleafure, and renown, 
In Somerfet muft be {weet TAUNTON town. 


t*t{ Wehave reccived the like anfwer from J. D. Clarke, 
of Honiton; J. Bulgin, and Sufannah and R. ‘Fucker, of 
Caftle Cary; Noah Coles, and W. Hawkins, of Crediton; 
J. Bodkin; and W. Brewer, of Taunton. 





Anfwer, by F. Stevens, of Plymouth, to W. Fenkin’s Charade, 
inferted “Fuly 14. 


HEN flowers frefh adorn the fair, 
But fewcan with COWSLIPS compare, 


t§t We have received the like anfwer from T. Welfh, 
near Wivelfcombe; P. Hoare, of Stoke Climfland; J. Col- 
lins, of Uffculme; W. C. of Penzance; and D. Gill, of 
Brittol. 


An ANAGRAM, by F. IT. Hill, near Helfton, 


TT" O bruife, if you tranfpofe aright, 
Twill bring impoftors’ works to light. 





A CHARADE, ty F. Collins, of Uffculm 
¥y? gents, my fic if you unfold, 
A point that’s in a circle found 5 
Vou. XXIV, Cod, 2T An 
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An inftrument my next behold, ; 
That doth in ufeful deeds abound : 7 


Select the parts, and them combine, 
You'll then declare a friend of mine. 





An ENIGMA, by Sobrius, of Sutton. 


NDENTED am I witha fubftance bright, ; 
Where darknefs was I make a path for light ; 

Near to the folid earth I bend my way 
To level heavy bodies in the day ; 
But fometimes in the nightly fhades I rove 
Ina clandeftine manner things to prove; 
If they will ferve the bafe offender’s turn, 
According to his wifh, to make or burn. 
My ufefulnefs extends throughout the land, 
And in the fhips at fea I’m at command. 
Ia divider am of folid things, 
Which to my bufy mafter profit brings ; 
Upon an horizontal march I go, 
‘Two helping, one above, and one below ; 
My marks, mankind, if of the vulgar race, 
Or rich and gay and civiliz’d, can trace ; 
Which bring a plenteous field of work to do 
For the mechanic craftsman, who will thew 
His ingenuity thofe marks to hide, 
And clear away, that they may not be fpied. 
My ufe is known to each inclofed mead, 
And fertile paftures of me oft have need ; 
And fields of corn my friendly aid require; 
In buildings of all kinds men me defire ; 
Ihave among grand furniture done good, 
When any parts thereof confift of wood. 
In various forms is my conftruction found, 
Becaufe my ufes currently abound; 
Each cla({s doth own an antecedent name, 
By thofe whofe bufinefs is to have the fame. 
Each fpecies of the canine kind do bear 
The name of dogs—fo all forts of me wear 
A title juft‘alike.-—Dear bards, pray fend 
My anfwer foon, and you'll oblige a friend. 


POETRY. 
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Verfes, written at Margate, by 
an Epicure, upon feeing a 
Dutch Veffel fail by, laden 
with Turbots, for the London 
Market. 


HILE o’er the filver 
waves yon {preading fail, 
Fam’d London’s market doth 
with {peed purfue, 
Propitious fancy fhall arreft the 


gale, | 
And bring the turbot to my 
longing view. 


Ah1 wherefore, darling fith, be- 
lov’d in vain, 
Doft thou contemptuous fhun 
fair Margate’s coaft? 
Not other wat’ry tribes her 
fhores difdain, 
But prouder turbots will not 
aid her boatft. 


Yet here thy dainty charms 
would welcome meet, 
For here luxurious citizens 
retire ; 
Cloy’d with repatts, thts Aealth- 
ul breeze they greet, 
That gives to dated tafte the 
new defire. 


And here the lobfter, thy appen- 
age, waits, 
An equal deftiny with thee to 


are; 
Involv’d within one doom the 
greedy fates, 
Infeparable death for both 
Prepare, 


Come then, thou loveliett of the 
any race, 





T R Y. 


To ftay thy courfe may winds 
impeding blow ; 
Let Margate view thy captiva- 
ting face, 
Firm as a rock, and fair as 
mountain’s fnow. 


Come with thy fhrimps and lob- 
fters in thy train, 
While cooks fhall culinary 
arts prepare ; 
And thou, Oh Neptune! from 
thy hungry main, 
Vouchfafe thy gale of appeti- 
zing air. 


MELANCHOLY. 


MID thecalm, fequelter’d 
fhade, 
Sad melancholy wanders ftill ; 
Or, penfive, droops the chearlefs 
maid, 
Befide the filver, purling rill : 


Where filence holds her placid 
{way, 
Scarce interrupted by the 
ftrears; 
Or e’en the figh, that heaves its 


way 
From nurs’d affliction’s trou- 
bled dream : 


Where fall’n the fculptor’s pride 
1S 1e€en, 
The mofs-rob’d pillar’s worn 
remains ; 
And mould’ring grandeur’s ful- 
len mien 
Derides the fkilful artift’s 
pains: 
Where, 






Where, emblematick, falls the 
bough 
Ot drooping forrow’s favour’d 
tree 5 
And warm devotion breathes her 
vow, 
Beneath the veil of fecrefy : 


Whcere ipity weeps o’er folly’s 


train, 
And mirth forgets his mad 
career ; 
Where love dare venture to 
complain, 


And fuperitition bows to fear : 


Where, rarely on the verdant 


way, 
The footfep’s form appears 
impreft ; 
There, w hither oft I’ve with’d 
to fray, 
Where none my mulings 


might moleft! 


In penfive thought’s abftracted 
guile, 

To brood o’er 

ment’s reign 3 

Hope's pleafin if with to realize, 

In fancy ! 


difappoint- 


’s light, ideal traig ! 
For melancholy’s mournful 
reign, 
And fenfibility’s foft pow’r, 
Produce a pleafure, oft from 
pain, 


A 1 mild , the ; 
And milder make the plain- 


tive hour * 
PITT. 


To a SPORTSMAN. 


YANS’T thon, my Henry, 
yz with ferocious eye, 


» poor bird thou "ft early 


ava while ¢ 


doo nd to die; 

Cans’t thou, relentlefs, aim the 
fata! blow, 

Nor teel one pang, one little 
con{cious glow ? 

Cans’it thou the younglings 


parene tear, 
of mater- 


from the 
»» the oispring 


“~ 
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And not allow a tender thought 
to ftray 

On the defencelefs victims of the 
day? 

Think’ft thou the bird, 
’{capes the daily fate, 

Feels no compaffion for its 
wounded mate ; 

Oft, as reclin’d thou hear’ft the 
mournful ftrain, 

The folemn dirge of infants, pa- 
rents flain; 

When the pale veftur’d moon, 
at filent e’en, 

Serves to contribute to the awe. 
ful fcene ; 

And the rough wind, hufh’d to 
a gentle breeze, 

Seems w hifp’ring fadnefs to the 
Jofty trees 3 

Say, does there then no fingle 
thought obtrude, 

Of gentle pity for 
brood ? 

Mayhap thou think’ft them of 
no more import, 

Than merely deftin’d fcr our 
daily {port ; 

That their Great Author pure 
potely decreed 

Thefe birds as victims, for thy 
{port to bleed. 

If deeming to thy better judges 
ment io, 

Fluth’d like a Czfar, to fret 
conqu¢ ‘Its gO; 

And, pleas’d, may’ft thou re- 
turn at clofe of day, 

Bleis’d with the fpoliage of the 


any prey. 
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which 


the airy 





CTION. 
COON beneath the brighteft 


a} ikies, 
Clouds appear and ftorms arife, 


While the “heavens, tempett- 
torn, 

Seem with earthly grief to 
mourn. 


Where would haman folly run, 

Krom the gloom that dims the 
fun? 

Silly mortal to repine, 

T hat the lot of nature’s thine, 
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